THE KELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

salient features in ritual, and see to what conclu-
sion they point as to the underlying belief

One of the most remarkable facts in domestic
worship is that, whereas the moment of birth and
the other great occasions of life are surrounded
with religious ceremony and belief, the moment
of death passes without any trace of religious
accompaniment it is as though the dying man
went out into another world where the ceremonials
of this life can no more avail him, nor its gods
protect him As to his state after death, opinion
varied at different times under diffeient influences,
but the simple early notion, connected especially
with the practice of burial as opposed to crema-
tion,1 was that his spmt just sank into the earth,
where it rested and returned from time to time to
the upper world thiough certain openings in the
ground (mundi), whose solemn uncovering was
one of the regular observances of the festal
calendar later, no doubt, a more spiritual notion
prevailed, though it never reached defmiteness or
universality One idea, however, seems always to
be prominent, that the happiness of the dead
could be much affected by the due performance

1 It is significant that even when the dead were cremated,
one bone was carefully preserved m ordei to be symbolically
bime<l
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